national [Baha'i] body. With this national body also will
rest the decision whether a given question is of local or
national interest. (By national affairs is not meant matters
that are political in their character, for the friends of
God the world over are strictly forbidden to meddle with
political affairs in any way whatever, but rather things
that affect the spiritual activities of the body of the
friends in that land.)
Full harmony, however, as well as cooperation among
the various local assemblies and the members themselves,
and particularly between each assembly and the national
body, is of the utmost importance, for upon it depends the
unity of the Cause of God, the solidarity of the friends,
the full, speedy and efficient working of the spiritual
activities of His loved ones.
The various assemblies, local and national, constitute
today the bedrock upon the strength of which the Univer-
sal House [of Justice] is in future to be firmly established
and raised. Not until these function vigorously and har-
moniously can the hope for the termination of this period
of transition be realized."... Bear in mind that the key-
note of the Cause of God is not dictatorial authority but
humble fellowship, not arbitrary power, but the spirit of
frank and loving consultation. Nothing short of the spirit
of a true Baha'i can hope to reconcile the principles of
mercy and justice, of freedom and submission, of the
sanctity of the right of the individual and of self-surren-
der, of vigilance, discretion and prudence on the one
hand, and fellowship, candor, and courage on the other.
The local spiritual assemblies of a country are linked to-
gether and coordinated through another elected body of nine
members, the national spiritual assembly. This body comes into
being by means of an annual election held by elected delegates
representing the local Baha'i communities. . . . The national
convention in which the delegates are gathered together is
composed of an elective body based upon the principle of
proportional representation. . . . These national conventions